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MEMORANDUM

TO:    

Members of the Vermont Bar 

FROM:  
Hon. Karen R. Carroll, Chair

       

Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Board

RE:    

“In House” Regulation Change

DATE:  
February 12, 2009

The MCLE Board recently notified the Bar of an amendment to its regulation regarding in-house CLE courses.  The intent was to recognize that there are private organizations which are unable to open their continuing legal education trainings to outside attorneys because of privacy interests.  It limited the amount of credit that could be earned at in-house courses to five per reporting period. 

The Board has subsequently heard from a number of governmental and non-profit organizations which conduct annual trainings for their employees.  The Board was made aware that the limit would seriously impact these organizations' ability to provide the required CLE training for their employees, recognizing the effort that is involved in ensuring that quality continuing legal education is provided.

The MCLE Board firmly believes that attorneys greatly benefit from interaction with other members of the Bar with whom they do not have contact with on a daily basis.  The Board has decided to remove the restriction of 5 credits per reporting period, but strongly encourages all attorneys to seek a portion of their continuing legal education requirement at live courses involving other members of the Bar with whom you do not ordinarily have contact.  

The newly adopted professionalism requirement mandates that professionalism courses be live, face-to-face and participatory.  We suggest that these courses have the potential to be wonderful opportunities to discuss common interests and concerns with colleagues.  A listing of those approved courses is available at http://vermontjudiciary.org/BBE/bbelibrary/Professionalism.htm 

If you have any questions or concerns, please address them to jud-attylicensing@state.vt.us 
