
 

 

Vermont Judiciary Commission on Mental Health and the Courts 

First Annual Summit  

Thursday, September 14, 2023 from 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Vermont Statehouse 

 
 

8:00 am                           Registration with Coffee/Fruit/Bagels 

8:30 – 9:45 am               Welcome and Opening Remarks  

           Vermont Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul Reiber 

                                              Vermont State Senator Virginia (Ginny) Lyons 

                                              Vermont Chief Prevention Officer Monica Hutt 

                                              Keynote Speaker Hon. Steven Leifman   

9:45 – 10:45am              Topic One – Overview of Crisis Intervention Projects in  
           Vermont 

                                           Vermont Supreme Court Justice Karen Carroll 

                                              DMH Care Management Director Allie Nerenberg  

                                              DMH Chief, Adolescent & Family Unit Dana Robson 

                                              HCRS Chief Clinical Services Officer Kate Lamphere  

10:45 – 11:00 am            Break 

11:00 am – 12 pm           Topic Two – Survey Responses; SIM Exercise    
             Collaboration by Region 

                                             Superior Court Judge Thomas Carlson 

                                                Washington County Mental Health Programs Kate Kurrle 



                                               National Center for State Courts Consultant Michelle O’Brien 

12:00 – 1:00 pm              Lunch in statehouse cafeteria - Judge Leifman “Q and A” 

1:00 – 2:00 pm                 Topic Three – Commission Recommendations; Audience  
             Input Welcome 

                                             Competency Evaluations Committee, Hon. Karen Carroll 

                                                Pre-Charge Diversion Committee, Hon. Thomas Carlson 

                                                Post-Charge Pre-Trial Services Committee, Hon. Kate Hayes 

                                                Mental Illness Training Committee, Hon. Thomas Zonay 

2:00 – 2:15 pm                 Break 

2:15 – 4:00 pm                 Topic Four – Panel Overview of Peer Support Strategies 

                                             Superior Court Judge Kate Hayes 

                                                Executive Director Recovery Vermont Will Eberle 

                                                Pathways VT Training Coordinator Alexander Ferguson 

                                                Illinois Statewide Behavioral Health Administrator Scott Block 

4:00 – 4:30 pm                  Next Steps and Wrap Up 


