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STATE OF VERMONT 
PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY PROGRAM 

In Re: Norman Watts 
PRB File Nos. 2019-102 and 2020-011 

OPPOSITION TO RESPONDENT’S REQUEST FOR ORDER 
PERMITTING DEPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL’S EXPERT WITNESS 

Navah C. Spero, Esq., Specially Assigned Disciplinary Counsel (“Special Disciplinary 

Counsel”) in this matter, opposes Respondent Norman Watts’s (“Mr. Watts”) Request For Order 

Permitting Deposition Of Disciplinary Counsel’s Expert Witness (“Request for Order”) as 

follows: 

Introduction 

The Panel should deny Mr. Watts’ third request to take the deposition of Special 

Disciplinary Counsel’s expert, Attorney Alison Bell.  The Panel should deny this request because 

Special Disciplinary Counsel made Ms. Bell available at a time mutually agreed upon by the 

parties and Mr. Watts voluntarily chose not to appear for the deposition.  He had no valid reason 

for postponing the deposition.  The history recited in the Request for Order is incomplete and as 

set forth in more detail below, his erroneous recitation of the procedural history is another reason 

to deny the requested relief.   

Background 

This matter has a long procedural history.  As relevant here, Mr. Watts did not take Ms. 

Bell’s deposition in 2021 during the time set in the Panel’s original scheduling order.  In 

February 2022, Mr. Watts filed his Motion to Compel Ms. Bell’s deposition many months after 

that time period had expired.  Also pending at the same time was Special Disciplinary Counsel’s 
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Supplemental Request for Sanctions, filed on October 15, 2021, in connection with Mr. Watts’s 

failure to produce documents.  On January 26, 2023, the Hearing Panel issued its Order 

regarding these two pending filings and other filings (“January 2023 Order”). 

In its Order, the Hearing Panel permitted Mr. Watts to “complete the deposition of Alison 

Bell, Esq., no later than thirty (30) days after entry of this Order.”  January 2023 Order at 6.  The 

Hearing Panel also stated:  “Absent extraordinary circumstances, no further extensions will be 

granted.”  Id.

Argument 

According to Mr. Watts’ inaccurate narrative, Special Disciplinary Counsel is denying 

him a deposition of Attorney Bell after a reasonable request to take the deposition outside of the 

deadline.  Not so.  The Hearing Panel should deny the request for extension because there are no 

“extraordinary circumstances” present to justify such a delay and Mr. Watts cannot satisfy the 

excusable neglect standard of V.R.C.P. 6(b)(1)(B) for the late filing of his request.   

Mr. Watts had thirty days from January 26 to take Attorney Bell’s expert deposition.  In 

response to the January 2023 Order, Mr. Watts gave Special Disciplinary Counsel three dates for 

Ms. Bell’s deposition, one of which was outside the 30-day time-frame.  See E-mails dated Jan. 

31-Feb. 6 (Exhibit 1) (identifying February 22, 24 and March 2 as open dates).  Because of busy 

deposition calendars and pre-planned vacations, none of the proposed dates worked, and Mr. 

Watts could not free up any time earlier in February.  Id. (suggesting the week of February 13).  

Because the parties could not find a time within the 30-day time period, they cooperatively 

agreed to take the deposition outside of the January 2023 Order’s 30-day time period, on March 

10, 2023.  Id. (agreeing to March 10, 2023).   
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The Parties agreed that Mr. Watts would draft a consented-to motion seeking permission 

from the Panel to hold the deposition outside of the 30-day time period on March 10, 2023.  Mr. 

Watts instead filed an inaccurate motion with the Panel.  See Stipulated Motion to Extend Time, 

February 8, 2023.1  In that Motion, Mr. Watts stated the parties had agreed on a thirty-day 

extension of time, when in fact they had agreed to proceed on a specific date, March 10, 2023.   

On February 21, Mr. Watts attempted to move the deposition to April, but the parties 

ultimately re-confirmed on February 21, 2023 that the deposition would go forward on March 

10, 2023.  See E-mails dated Feb. 21 (Exhibit 3).

Then, one week before the deposition, Mr. Watts unilaterally canceled the March 10 

deposition over Special Disciplinary’ Counsel’s objection.  See E-mails dated March 3 (Exhibit 

4).  Mr. Watts cancelled the deposition because “the panel will not hear these cases until late 

May at the earliest,” and he had “several deadlines to meet next week[.]”  Id.  Special 

Disciplinary Counsel informed him that she would not agree to another extension, and that he 

should seek permission from the Hearing Panel to take the deposition outside of the Parties’ 

agreed-upon extension.  Id.  Mr. Watts did not choose to so before the March 10 deposition date.   

On March 28, 2023, Mr. Watts sent a subpoena to Special Disciplinary Counsel for a 

deposition of Ms. Bell on April 28.  Exhibit 5; E-mail from March 28 at 1 (Exhibit 6).  Special 

Disciplinary Counsel did not accept the subpoena and it was never served.  The new deposition 

date proposed by Mr. Watts, April 28, 2023, is over two months past the due date in the Hearing 

Panel’s Order to complete the deposition.  Special Disciplinary Counsel declined the deposition 

for Ms. Bell, as it violates the Hearing Panel’s Order and Mr. Watts failed to seek the Hearing 

Panel’s permission to extend the deadline.  Ex. 6.  

1 It is not clear from Special Disciplinary Counsel’s files whether the Hearing Panel ever 
received this Motion.  The E-mail transmitting it and the filing are attached as Exhibit 2. 
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This is the accurate history of what occurred based on the e-mails exchanged by the 

parties.  Special Disciplinary Counsel accommodated Mr. Watts’ schedule in February.  The 

parties confirmed on February 21 that the March 10 deposition could proceed.  Mr. Watts then 

unilaterally cancelled the already-extended date because he was busy.  Special Disciplinary 

Counsel had already spent time preparing Attorney Bell for her deposition by that point.  The 

cost of the case is increased by a repeated need to prepare a witness for her deposition.  The 

reason Mr. Watts gave for postponing the deposition is not a reasonable one – that he had 

deadlines and a busy schedule that week.  The date of the deposition had been planned for almost 

a month, and confirmed only two weeks earlier. 

Critically, Mr. Watts cannot satisfy the Hearing Panel’s order stating that no extensions 

will be granted absent “extraordinary circumstances.”  January 2023 Order.  On top of this 

requirement, because he filed his request after March 10, 2023, he is required to satisfy the 

heightened excusable neglect standard required by V.R.C.P. 6(b)(1)(B).  See A.O. 9, Rule 20.B.  

Mr. Watts does not even attempt to do so.   

In addition, Mr. Watts’ unilateral decision to cancel the deposition is consistent with the 

cavalier way in which he has handled discovery in this matter.  As the panel may remember, the 

other portion of the January 2023 Order related to the production of documents:  

Respondent is ORDERED to produce all documents stored 
electronically in the “Cloud” or “Google Drive” with respect to 
this matter and all documents identified on page 14 and 15 of 
Disciplinary Counsel’s Reply in Support of Motion for Sanctions 
no later than fourteen (14) days after entry of this Order. 

Order at 6-7.  Mr. Watts has not produced any additional pursuant to the January 2023 Order.   

When Mr. Watts did not produce any documents in response to the January 2023 Order, 

Special Disciplinary Counsel’s office inquired whether the production of documents the year 
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prior was responsive to the January 2023 order and constituted the entirety of his files in the 

Google Drive.  Ex. 6 at 4.  Mr. Watts responded on March 22, 2023, stating that they were 

searching their records to make a determination.  Id. at 3.  On March 28, 2023, Special 

Disciplinary Counsel followed up with Mr. Watts, and asked for confirmation by the end of 

business on March 29.  Id. at 2.  Mr. Watts responded on the same day, stating he was busy 

attending to his clients “but cannot provide complete information by [Special Disciplinary 

Counsel’s] arbitrary deadline.”  Id. at 1.  At that point, Mr. Watts was already 47 days past the 

due date in the Hearing Panel’s Order to produce documents.  As of the date of this Response, 

Mr. Watts still has not responded to that simple inquiry.  

Mr. Watts has consistently abused the discovery process in this case.  He abused it again 

in March by unilaterally cancelling a deposition date after Special Disciplinary Counsel had 

spent hours preparing Ms. Bell for the deposition.  The Panel should not permit his disregard of 

its deadlines to continue.   

Conclusion 

Respondent has failed to meet the deadlines imposed by the Hearing Panel’s January 26, 

2023 Order, and the Parties agreed upon extension that already accommodated his schedule.  The 

Hearing Panel should deny the Request for Order. 

Dated:  April 24, 2023 

 /s/ Navah C. Spero
Navah C. Spero, Esq. 
Gravel & Shea PC 
76 St. Paul Street, 7th Floor, P.O. Box 369 
Burlington, VT  05402-0369 
(802) 658-0220 
nspero@gravelshea.com 
Specially Assigned Disciplinary Counsel 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

RESPONDENT’S STIPULATED MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO 
DEPOSE SPECIAL DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL’S EXPERT WITNESS 

 Respondent Norman E. Watts, Esq. hereby moves the Hearing Panel for an 

extension of time to depose Special Disciplinary Counsel’s expert witness, from February 

25, 2023 to March 30, 2023.  

 On January 26, 2023, the Panel ordered the deposition of Special Counsel’s expert 

witness be completed within 30 days after the entry of its Order – February 25, 2023.  

 Respondent and Special Disciplinary Counsel Navah C. Spero have conferred but 

have mutually determined their respective travel, deposition, and hearing schedules, 

including Attorney Spero’s prior travel commitments for one week of the 30-day window, 

will prevent Respondent from taking the expert deposition within the 30 days.  

 Attorney Spero has graciously consented to the filing of this motion.  

 WHEREFORE, Respondent respectfully requests the Panel approve the extension 

of time as indicated. 

 
Respectfully submitted on this 8th day of February, 2023.  
 
 
 
 
            

Norman E. Watts, Esq., Respondent 
Watts Law Firm, PC 
info@wattslawvt.com  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that on this date he made service of 

Respondent’s Stipulated Motion for an Extension of Time via email upon the 

following parties:  

 
 Navah C. Spero, Esq.   Merrick Grutchfield 
 Gravel & Shea PC    Court Administrator’s Office 
 nspero@gravelshea.com    Professional Responsibility Program 
       merrick.grutchfield@vermont.gov  
 
 
 
 
DATED: February 8, 2023.         

Norman E. Watts, Esq. 
Watts Law Firm, PC 
info@wattslawvt.com  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Navah C. Spero, Esq., certify that, on April 24, 2023, I caused to be served my 

Opposition to Respondent’s Request for Order Permitting Deposition of Disciplinary Counsel’s 

Expert Witness as follows: 

Via E-mail

Norman Watts, Esq. 
Watts Law Firm, PC 
P.O. Box 270 
Quechee, VT  05059 
nwatts@wattslawvt.com 

Dated:  Burlington, Vermont 
April 24, 2023 

 /s/ Navah C. Spero
Navah C. Spero, Esq. 
Gravel & Shea PC 
76 St. Paul Street, 7th Floor, P.O. Box 369 
Burlington, VT  05402-0369 
(802) 658-0220 
nspero@gravelshea.com 
Specially Assigned Disciplinary Counsel 


