
 

 

VERMONT SUPREME COURT 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES FOR FAMILY PROCEEDINGS 

 

AGENDA FOR MEETING OF 

October 15, 2021 

 

 The Family Rules Committee will meet virtually from 1:00 – 3:00 pm to consider the following agenda: 

 

1. Approval of draft minutes of the meeting of February 19, 2021. 

 

2. Committee vacancies: John Wilson’s term expired at the end of August, and he wishes to be replaced. 

He is a GAL, but his official position on the Committee is as our layperson member. The Supreme 

Court is requesting nominations from this Committee. In addition, two Committee members 

appointed by departments outside the Judiciary have terminated their employment and new members 

need to be appointed: Sarah Haselton, our OCS representative, and Karen Reynolds, our 

representative from the Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs. 

 

3. Status of proposed amendments:  none pending approval. 

 

4. Vermont Rules for Public Access to Court Records and Live Streaming in Family Court. 

Subcommittee (Ms. Benelli, Magistrate Hoyt, Ms. Sanders and Mr. Poff) are examining whether (1) 

there should be a broad exception to the revised Public Access Rules to cover Family Division 

proceedings, or whether there should be specific exemptions to those rules for particular Family 

Division cases; and (2) live streaming of Family Division proceedings and other issues raised by 

emergency amendments to V.R.C.P. 79.2 promulgated on September 2, 2019. Revision of proposed 

V.R.F.P. 19 sent to the Court on November 3, 2018, to be considered. This matter is on the agenda 

for further discussion. 

 

5. Rule Related to Youthful Offender Proceedings in the Family Division. The Subcommittee on 

juvenile proceedings (Mr. Pahl, chair, Ms. Racht, Ms. Reynolds and Judge Shafritz) has drafted a 

proposed rule that would govern youthful offender proceedings. See Committee’s draft for V.R.F.P. 

1.1. 

 

6. Amendment to V.R.F.P.(1)(b)(1) to provide enforcement of the requirement to in the rule to provide 

race and ethnicity data at the time of filing a petition. Subcommittee on juvenile proceedings to 

report. 

 

7. Enforcement of Divorce judgments for property division. Issues raised by Justice Robinson’s 

concurrence in Blake v. Petrie, 2020 VT 92 regarding the application of the requirement in 12 

V.S.A. § 506 for a “new and independent action” within eight years following rendition of the 

judgment.  https://law.justia.com/cases/vermont/supreme-court/2020/2020-070.html. This matter is 

on the agenda to discuss whether to amend the Reporter’s Notes for V.R.F.P. 4.3. 

 

8. Amendment to V.R.F.P. 6(a) and 6.1(a) to eliminate applicability of Family Rules to the appointment 

of guardians ad litem in probate guardianship proceedings. In August of 2020, the Vermont Supreme 

Court promulgated new rules of probate procedure related to the appointment and duties of guardians 

ad litem in guardianship proceedings. See V.R.P.P. 80.9 and 80.10 and proposed draft rule. 

 

https://law.justia.com/cases/vermont/supreme-court/2020/2020-070.html


 

 

9. New Business 

a. Amendment to V.R.F.P. 18 – Mediation in Family Proceedings. Proposal to clarify that 

mediation can be either in person or virtual. See proposed amendment. 

b. Amendment to V.R.F.P. 9(b) and 9(g)(1) and V.R.F.P. 4.3(a)(7). Proposal to (i) include email 

address as required information from plaintiffs in RFA proceeding when filing a petition and 

defendants in RFA proceedings when filing a motion to modify an emergency order; (ii) 

provide notice to the parties of the duration of restricted access consistent with proposed rule 

by the Committee on Public Access to Court Records (PACR); and (iii) Provide for the 

termination of restricted access upon termination of the RFA order unless otherwise ordered 

by the court. Draft of proposed amendments to PACR(6)(b)(9), V.R.F.P. 9(b) and (g) and 

V.R.F.P. 4.3(a)(7) will be distributed at the meeting. A representative from the Court 

Administrator’s Office will be available to discuss the proposed amendments. 

c. Amendments to V.R.F.P. 2(a)(2) and (3); 6(c)(2); 6.1(c)(1); 8(h). The Vermont Supreme 

Court recently promulgated an amendment to the Civil Rules of Procedure renaming V.R.C.P. 

78.  V.R.C.P. 78 has been abrogated and replaced by V.R.C.P. 7(b)(6). All references to 

V.R.C.P. 78 in the Family Rules need to be revised consistent with this change. See draft of 

amendments. 

 

10. Set schedule for future Committee meetings 

 

11. Adjourn 


