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STATE OF VERMONT 

VERMONT SUPREME COURT 

JANUARY TERM, 2020 

 

Order Promulgating Emergency Amendment to the Application Section of the  

Vermont Code of Judicial Conduct 

 

 Pursuant to the Vermont Constitution, Chapter II, § 30, it is hereby ordered: 

 

 1. That Application of the Vermont Code of Judicial Conduct be amended to read as follows 

(new matter underlined): 

 

APPLICATION 

 

 The Application section establishes when the various Rules apply to a judge or judicial 

candidate.  

 

 (A) JUDGE. All judges shall comply with this Code except as provided below. 

 

 (B) CONTINUING PART-TIME JUDGE. A continuing part-time judge: 

 

(1) is not required to comply 

 

(a) except while serving as a judge, with Rules 2.10(A) and 2.10(B) (Judicial 

Statements on Pending and Impending Cases); 

(b) at any time with Rules 3.4 (Appointments to Governmental Positions), 3.9 

(Service as Arbitrator or Mediator), 3.10 (Practice of Law), and 3.11(B) (service as officer, 

director, or in other capacity in business entity)  

(c) except while serving as a judge or seeking appointment, confirmation, retention, 

election, or re-election as a judge, with Rule 4.1. 

 

(2) shall not act as a lawyer in any case in any unit of the division of the court in which 

the judge serves or in any unit in any division of the superior court in a proceeding in which the 

judge has served as a judge or in any other proceeding related thereto. 

 

(3) shall not use any office, chambers, and hearing rooms provided to the judge for 

official duties to practice law.  

  

(C) PERIODIC PART-TIME JUDGE. A periodic part-time judge: 

 

 (1) is not required to comply  

 

(a) except while serving as a judge, with Rules 1.1, 1.2, 2.10 and 3.2; 

(b) at any time with Rules 3.4, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 3.10, 3.11(B), 3.11(C), 3.12, 3.13, 3.15, 

4.1 and 4.2. 

 

(2) should refrain from judicial service during the period of an extrajudicial appointment 

not permitted by Rule 3.4 or 3.7. 
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(3) shall not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he or she has served as a periodic 

part-time judge or in any other proceeding related thereto. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Reporter’s Notes—2020 Amendment 

 

 The Application section is amended to exempt periodic part-time 

judges from Rule 3.15, which requires judges to submit a public 

annual income report.  Because periodic part-time judges serve only 

sporadically, an annual report is both unnecessary and overly onerous. 

The emergency amendment takes effect immediately so that periodic 

part-time judges will not be required to submit an income report for 

the 2019 calendar year.  

 

2. That this rule, as amended, is prescribed and promulgated to become effective immediately. 

The Reporter’s Notes are Advisory. 

 

3. That the Court finds that this emergency amendment must be promulgated without resort to 

the notice and comment procedures set forth in Administrative Order No. 11 because the 

amendment seeks to exclude periodic part-time judges from the reporting requirement for the 

2019 calendar year. 

 

 4. That the Court Administrator is directed to send these rules as amended out for comment 

pursuant to Administrative Order 11.  

 

5. That the Chief Justice is authorized to report these amendments to the General Assembly in 

accordance with the provisions of 12 V.S.A. § 1, as amended. 

 

 Dated in Chambers at Montpelier, Vermont this 23rd day of January, 2020. 

 

 

   

  Paul L. Reiber, Chief Justice 

   

   

  Beth Robinson, Associate Justice 

   

   

  Harold E. Eaton, Jr., Associate Justice 

   

   

  Karen R. Carroll, Associate Justice 

   

   

  William D. Cohen, Associate Justice 
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